
[Fill in highlighted texts with appropriate information]

Dear [Recipient's name],

The Center for Ocean Mapping and Innovative Technologies (COMIT) has been developing a
crowdsourced bathymetry (CSB) program in Tampa Bay, and I thought you and [Recipient's
organization] would be a great fit to participate in this initiative.

In short, CSB is a global citizen science initiative that uses simple data logger technology to record
depth information from boat echosounders. 

We have been building our own regional CSB program, called Crowd the Bay, as part of our NOAA
Office of Coast Survey-funded Center for the last two years. We think you and your organization
could benefit from, and potentially participate in, this movement to more frequently collect
bathymetry (seafloor depth) data in and around Tampa Bay. I am adding a couple more links that
will provide some information:

A short video by CHS on what installing a logger means, and our Equipment Check webpage.

I would be happy to speak with you and to dive deeper into COMIT's Crowd the Bay initiative,
what it means to be a part of this CSB initiative, the applications of CSB data, and how COMIT can
best provide that information to potential stakeholders such as yourself.  Data can be provided to
you in a variety of formats to best fit your needs. However, shapefiles tend to be the best way to
visualize your data. If you are interested, we have instructions for visualizing CSB data from
shapefiles with free QGIS software here.

If you have any questions and would like to setup a time to talk, or you would like to be removed
from our communications regarding CSB, please let me know. 

Regards,
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcrowdthebay-usfmarsci.hub.arcgis.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cklerickson%40usf.edu%7Ceaa2497726724672c2e508dc177661ab%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638411044429732311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HQH7HEVLkwtuLlTpBZ8PI1d%2Ba6dGdY0dYDOnS4Liy1Y%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yW3tHG_Cvc
https://crowdthebay-usfmarsci.hub.arcgis.com/pages/8d8e20c6fd454a29a7944dc15be35368
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcrowdthebay-usfmarsci.hub.arcgis.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cklerickson%40usf.edu%7Ceaa2497726724672c2e508dc177661ab%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638411044429732311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HQH7HEVLkwtuLlTpBZ8PI1d%2Ba6dGdY0dYDOnS4Liy1Y%3D&reserved=0
https://crowdthebay-usfmarsci.hub.arcgis.com/apps/7188aba59250467d97a55ebbfb21d541/explore
https://cms-kb.marine.usf.edu/books/crowdsourced-bathymetry-manual-2026/page/qgis-data-visualization

